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Two men born in the Matapedia Valley
are awarded the Victoria Cross for
heroism of the battlefield in World

War 1.
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TWO VALIANT MEN-- VICTORIA CROSS AWARDS

PREFACE

Few Gaspesians travelling the scenic route of the Matapedia
Valley may be aware that along that way they will pass the birth-
places of two men whose heroic deeds on the savage battlefields
of the First World War (1914-1918) were honoured by the award
of the Victoria Cross. Lest their names and deeds fade with the
passing years,GASPE OF YESTERDAY wishes to recall the circumstances
in which these sons of the Matapedia were honoured by the award of
a decoration that is rare, unique and takes precedence over all

other service medals and awards.

THE VICTORIA CROSS

The Victoria Cross came into being after the Crimean War when
Queen Victoria decided that there should be a specific decoration
for those who performed heroic deeds on the battlefield.

The decoration, presented traditionally by the Queen or King
regnant,consists of a bronze cross having four nearly triangular
arms with raised edges. The face of the cross has, in the centre,
a lion 'passant, gardant' standing upon the Royal Crown, while
below are the words 'FOR VALOUR' on a semicircular scroll. The
reverse also has raised edges and the date of the act for which
the Cross is awarded is engraved in a circle in the centre. The
Cross is suspended by means of a plain link from a ' V ' which is
part of a clasp ornamented with laurel leaves through which the
ribbon passes and on the back of the clasp is engraved the rank,
name and unit of the recipient.

The ribbon, claret in colour, is uniform for recipients from all
branches of the service.

Awarded for 'conspicuous bravery or devotion to duty in the
presence of the enemy' the decoration is the highest military
award and takes precedence over all others.



























